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In Memoriam
Michael T. Walton
Michael Walton (1945-2013), historian, historian of science, and polymath, was
not so old as to be a founder of the RMMRA nor was he, despite our efforts,
ever our president, but no member has ever contributed so much, nor, doubtless, will any member ever contribute more to our scholarly reason for being than
Michael Walton. Over the twenty-seven years he was with us (and we expected
so many more), he gave twenty-four papers, some joint with his companion in
life and scholarship, his wife Phyllis, papers only Michael (and Phyllis) could
give: learned, arcane, fascinating. He organized two of our conferences (2000
and 2011); he drafted our Constitution; he was instrumental in guiding our transition from a hard-copy to an electronic journal; only he had year after year of
our programs to contribute for our archives when we sought to recover our history; and from 1996-2013, he brought continuity to our Board, either as elected
representative or as initiator of what he hoped would be our annual monograph
series, still unfinished by his untimely death. At our conferences and elsewhere,
he reached out to us, especially our younger members, to nurture worthy scholarship; he always entertained (and sometimes shocked!) us with his wit and humor;
regardless of content or period, he was an incisive and amazingly learned and
helpful commentator on our conference papers; he was an important booster of
our electronic journal; and he was a silent benefactor to the Association: No one
knows the extent of his financial contributions to the conferences he organized,
and only conference organizers could collectively determine how many banquets
and receptions were lent a touch of grace and conviviality by the wine he anonymously bestowed on us. Michael, our organization and conferences will not be the
same without you and your loyal and generous and scholarly commitment to us.  
Michael Walton, with degrees from the University of Utah (BA 1969, MA 1970)
and the University of Chicago (PhD 1979), not to mention two years study at the
University of Utah College of Law, was a scholar’s scholar whose work grew
from his insatiable love of learning, unprompted by an academic or university
appointment. He was primary author, often with his wife, Phyllis, of four books
with a fifth in draft at his death, six chapters, eighteen articles, more than fifty
conference papers, two prefaces, three encyclopedia articles, more than twenty
book reviews, and co-editor of two books. In addition to the RMMRA, he was
member of the Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry, Historians of
Early Modern Europe, and The Sixteenth Century Society and Conference.
A brief look at some of his publications will show Walton’s range and depth.
His PhD dissertation, “Fifteenth Century London Medical Men in their Social
Context” was later revised and co-authored with his wife Phyllis Walton as Medical Practitioners and Law in Fifteenth Century London (Raleigh, NC: Lulu.com,
2007). This work is notable not only for its historical treatment of late medieval
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English surgical guilds and their relationships to civic authorities and judicial processes, but also for situating Walton in an intellectual milieu (fostered by the University of Chicago’s Richard McKeon, Charles Gray, Allen Debus et al.) whose
traditions he continued to develop and explore for the remainder of his life, especially in the areas of humanism, medicine, chemistry, alchemy, law, and philosophy. He must have taken particular pride, thus, in the publication of Reading the
Book of Nature: The Other Side of the Scientific Revolution (Sixteenth Century
Essays and Studies, v. 41 (1998), a book he co-edited with Allen G. Debus, one of
the University of Chicago directors of his 1979 dissertation. Walton continued a
relationship with Debus until his death in 2009, publishing an essay “John Dee’s
Monas Hieroglyphica: Geometrical Cabala” in Allen G. Debus, ed., Alchemy and
Early Modern Chemistry: Papers from Ambix (Huddington, West Yorkshire: Jeremy Mills, 2004). Indeed, at the time of his death, Walton was co-editing with
Karen Hunger Parshall and Bruce T. Moran a Festschrift to Professor Debus entitled Bridging Traditions: Alchemy, Chemistry, and Paracelsian Practices in the
Early Modern Era, with a tentative publication date of 2014.
In 2011, Walton published a second book, Genesis and the Chemical Philosophy:
True Christian Science in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, AMS Studies
in the Renaissance, No. 45 (New York: AMS Press, 2011) focused on “the rise,
maturation, and decline of the Genesis-inspired chemical philosophy” of its titular
period. This book was remarkable both for the array of medical and philosophical thinkers included—Paracelsus, Gerhard Dorn, Oswald Croll, Thomas Tymme,
Heinrich Khunrath, Robert Fludd, Jean Baptiste van Helmont, and others—and
also for the clarity of presentation as Walton demonstrated that these thinkers illustrate the rise and decline of a spiritualized approach to science and Nature that led
finally to a new, secular-minded epistemology for the early modern period. The
following year, Walton published his most recent book, Anthonius Margaritha
and the Jewish Faith: Jewish Life and Conversion in Sixteenth-Century Germany
(Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2012). This historical work received an
extensive review by Dr. Marian Diemling (Canterbury Christ Church University)
in H-Net, who concluded that “this beautifully presented and well-written book
adds to our understanding of the Jewish conversion process experience in the
early sixteenth century and again stresses the importance of convert writings for
Jewish historiography” (https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=37981).
Prolific as an historian, Walton consistently published in a wide diversity of journals from the 1970s until his passing. In the 1970s and 1980s, Walton’s subject
matter ran the gamut of medical, scientific, religious, and philosophical interests:
“The First Blood Transfusion: English or French?” (Medical History 18:360,
1974); “Boyle and Newton on the Transmutation of Water and Air; from the Root
of Helmont’s Tree” (Ambix XXIII: 11, 1980); “Professor Seixas, the Hebrew Bible, and the Book of Abraham” (Sunstone 6: 41, 1981); “The Advisory Jury and
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Malpractice in 15th Century London; the Case of William Forest” (Journal of the
History of Medicine and Allied Sciences 40: 478, 1985). During this early period
and throughout his life, he also continued delivering papers at conferences and
doing book reviews for such journals as Medical History, The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, The Bulletin of Medical History, Renaissance Quarterly, and,
most often, The Sixteenth Century Journal.
During the 1990s and 2000s, Walton’s research interests continued to expand, and
he seems to have taken particular inspiration and satisfaction during this period
in the essays that he often co-authored with his wife Phyllis and their friend,
the geneticist and pediatrician Dr. Robert M. Fineman. This partnership among
them was a highly productive one, resulting in a number of articles for diverse
audiences. The Walton, Walton, and Fineman publications began with a 1993
contribution to Volume 47 of The American Journal of Medical Genetics (“Of
Monsters and Prodigies: The Interpretation of Birth Defects in the Sixteenth Century”). Works with Fineman continued in Walton, Walton, and Fineman, “Holy
Hermaphrodites and Medical Facts” (Cauda Pavonis: Studies in Hermeticism,
n.s 18, 1999); Walton and Fineman, “The Prevention of Infirm and Monstrous
Births” (Quidditas 22, 2001); “Should Genetic Health Care Providers Attempt to
Influence Reproductive Outcome Using Direct Counseling Techniques? A Public
Health Perspective” (Women & Health 30.3, 2000, and in Genetic Services: Developing Guidelines for Public Health, 1996); “Why Can’t A Woman Be More
Like a man? A Renaissance Perspective on the Biological Basis for Female Inferiority” (Women & Health, 24.4, 1997). For Michael and Phyllis Walton, see
“Being Up Front: The Frontispiece and the Prisca Tradition” (Cauda Pavonis
17, 1998); “Witches, Jews, and Spagyrists: Blood Remedies and Blood Transfusions in the Sixteenth Century” (Cauda Pavonis 15, 1996); and “In Defense of
the Church Militant: The Censorship of the Rashi Commentary in the Magna
Biblia Rabbinica” (Sixteenth Century Journal 21:3, 1990). Amidst these wideranging publications, Walton and his wife also found time to publish a collection
of earlier essays, Mormon Essays: Science and Mormonism, a Study of Harmony
and Conflict; Joseph Smith and Science: The Methodist Connection; The Book of
Abraham: Toward a Comprehensive Theory of the Text; The House of Israel in
Mormon Theology (2007). In the months before his death, Walton had promised
the co-organizers of the 2014 RMMRA conference another paper by him and
Fineman that would have to do with, of all things, “ideas about elephants from
Pliny through the Renaissance.”
Walton’s specialization in the history of medicine saw him contributing to an
encyclopedia: “Iatrochemistry,” “Neopythagoreanism,” and “Active Principles”
appear in Wilbur Applebaum, ed., Encyclopedia of the Scientific Revolution: from
Copernicus to Newton (New York, London: Garland Publishing, 2000). He also
wrote numerous chapters for a variety of books, a few of the most notable ones
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including: “Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Six Days of Creation,” in Stanton J.
Linden, ed., Mystical Metal of Gold: Essays on Alchemy and Renaissance Culture
(AMS, 2007); “Hebrew and the Sceptical Chemist,” in Gerhild Scholz Williams
and Charles D. Gunnoe, Jr., eds., Paracelsian Moments (Sixteenth Century Press,
2003); and, “The Geometrical Kabbalah of John Dee and Johnnes Kepler” in
Paul Theeran and Karen H. Parshall, eds., Experiencing Nature (Dordrecht, Neth.:
Kluwer Academic Publ., 1997).
For all of his academic accomplishments, however, Michael Walton took particular pride and joy in his family, community, and the marine business he and Phyllis
owned and operated in Salt Lake City, Walton Marine. As Phyllis wrote, “What at
first was a disappointment, we came to regard as a blessing. Our business became
at times a blue-collar salon. Our customers loved to fish and run rivers, but they
would also read some of Mike’s articles; some even bought his books. He encouraged everyone to become a better person, and the recurring theme among the comments from his customers, suppliers, and competitors is his honesty. What better
tribute could a man have?” He was past president of the Friends of the University
of Utah Library; a member of the Utah Coalition on Tort Reform (1985-86); he
was co-founder of Beit Midrash, Center for Jewish Studies in Salt Lake; and he
was Past Executive Director of the Utah Guides and Outfitters Association.
On 23 August 2013, a week after suffering an acute stroke, Michael T. Walton
died at home. His family and close friend, Robert Fineman, were with him.
Ave atque vale
Charles Smith, Professor of English Emeritus
Colorado State University, Fort Collins
Todd P. Upton, Ph.D., Independent Scholar
Littleton, Colorado

Obituary
Michael Walton, beloved husband and father, died at home surrounded by family Friday, August 23rd.
His wit and loving care will be greatly missed. Born February 13, 1945 to George Snarr and Mary
Thomson Walton. Died August 23. Granite High School class of 1963. B.A. and M.A. University
of Utah. Ph.D. University of Chicago. President, Walton Marine, South Salt Lake, UT. President,
Beit Midrash of Salt Lake. Married Patricia Denslow 1968. Divorced. Married Phyllis Johnson Liddell, 1985. Survived by sons Michael Adam Walton (Monica Perez-Walton) and Nathan Walton and
daughters Judith (Jon) Danaceau, Sarah (Aaron) Sanders, and Kathryn Keziah Aaliyah; grandchildren
Samuel and Zachary Danaceau, Noah, Isabella, and Maya Sanders, and Hana Decker. Preceded in
death by daughter Rachel.
Condensed from: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/saltlaketribune/michael-thomson-walton.
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From the editor
Quidditas is the annual, on-line journal of the Rocky Mountain Medieval
and Renaissance Association. Often, the journal publishes the winners of
the Alan D. Breck and Delno C. West Awards. These awards recognize,
respectively, the most distinguished papers presented at the annual conference by a junior scholar and a senior scholar. The winner of the Breck
Award for 2013 is Tiffany Beechy of the University of Colorado, Boulder, for her paper “Spewing Wisdom: The Digestive Alchemy of Medieval
Poesis.” The winner of the West Award for 2013 is Ginger L. Smoak of
the University of Utah, for her paper “Imagining Pregnancy: The Fünfbilderserie and Images of ‘Pregnant Disease Woman’ in Medieval Medical Manuscripts,” which appears in this issue. The journal also publishes
Notes, Review Essays, and Texts and Teaching—that is reviews of books
that may be useful for teaching in medieval and early modern courses.
These features furnish readers and contributors venues not available in
other scholarly journals.
The word quidditas is a Latin legal term that originally meant “the essential nature of a thing.” In fourteenth-century French the word became
“quiddite.” In the early modern period, the English adaptation, “quiddity,” came to mean “logical subtleties” or “a captious nicety in argument”
(OED), the term is so used in Hamlet (“Why may not that be the skull of
a lawyer? Where be his quiddities now, his quillets, his cases, his tenures,
and his tricks?” 5: 1, 95–97). Thus, the original Latin meaning, together
with the later implied notions of intense scrutiny, systematic reasoning,
and witty wordplay, is suited to the journal.

Editor: James H. Forse, Bowling Green State University, Emeritus
Associate Editor: Jennifer McNabb, Western Illinois University
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Submissions
Membership in the Rocky Mountain Medieval and Renaissance Association is not
required for submission or publication.
Please submit your article, note, or review electronically to the appropriate editor below. The author’s name must not appear within the text. All articles, notes
must include a short abstract, (200 words maximum) before the main text, and
a bibliography of works cited at the end. A cover letter with the author’s name,
address, telephone number, e-mail address, and the title of the submision must
accompany all submissions.
All submissions must be submitted in MS Word (.doc or .docx). Submissions also
must include a full bibliography of works cited. Please use The Chicago Manual
of Style (15th ed.).
Documentation: Quidditas uses footnotes. No endnotes or parenthetical citations please.
Since submissions must include a full bibliography, footnotes, including the first
footnote reference, should use abbreviated author, title, and page. For example:
Bibliographical entry—Nirenberg, David. Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
1996.
First and subsequent footnotes—Nirenberg, Communities of Violence, 22-24.
Do not use ibid. Subsequent references to the same work should continue the
use of abbreviated author, title and page number
Send submissions for Articles and Notes to: Professor James H. Forse, Editor
quidditas_editor@yahoo.com
Send submissions for Reviews section to: Professor Jennifer McNabb, Associate Editor
jl-mcnabb@wiu.edu
Articles appearing in Quidditas are abstracted and indexed in PMLA, Historical
Abstracts, Ebsco, and America: History and Life.
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Executive Board and Editorial Advisors
Elected Members
Thomas Klein, Idaho State University, President
Ginger L. Smoak, University of Utah, Secretary
Todd Upton, Independent Scholar, Littleton, CO, Treasurer
Jennifer McNabb, Western Illinois University
Jaime Leaños, University of Nevada, Reno
Kristin Bezio, University of Richmond
Michael Call, Brigham Young University
Kimberly Klimek, Metropolitan State University of Denver
Lisa Myers, University of New Mexico
Brandon Pierce, Western Michigan University
Abby Lageman, University of Colorado, Boulder

Ex-officio Members
Jean R. Brink, Arizona State University, emerita
Paul A. Dietrich, University of Montana
Susan Frye, University of Wyoming
Boyd H. Hill Jr., University of Colorado Boulder, emeritus
Kimberly Johnson, Brigham Young University
Darin Merrill, Brigham Young University, Idaho
Carol Neel, Colorado College
Glenn Olsen, University of Utah
Charles R. Smith, Colorado State University
Jefferey H. Taylor, Metropolitan State University of Denver
Paul Thomas, Brigham Young University
Jane Woodruff, William Jewell College
James H. Forse, Editor Quidditas
Membership Information
Membership in the Rocky Mountain Medieval and Renaissance Association is available
at an annual cost of $25, with an additional $5 fee for joint memberships.
For further information, contact: Todd P Upton, Treasurer, RMMRA
PO Box 270813, Littleton, CO 80127 email tj_upton@icloud.com)

Website address: http://rowdy.msudenver.edu/~tayljeff/RMMRA/Index.html
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RMMRA 2013 Annual conference

June 12-14, 2014
Spring Hill Suites, Marriott
Downtown Denver, Colorado

Peregrinatio pro amore Dei:
Aspects of Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages and Renaissance
Pilgrimage to Christian holy sites and shrines was a mainstay of western European life throughout the medieval & Renaissance periods, & the journeys to
places such as Canterbury, Santiago de Compostela, Assisi, Rome, & Jerusalem
informed a devotional tradition that encouraged participation from all social
classes, evoked commentary by chroniclers, playwrights, & poets, & inspired artistic, iconographic, & literary expressions. Even when the faith-based culture
of the Middle Ages began to transform into the more empirical (& experiential)
centuries of the Renaissance & Protestant Reformations, pilgrimages were still
very much on the minds of writers & geographers as a source of both inspiration
and criticism (Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, Bunyan, Hakluyt, and Raleigh).
ALL PAPER AND SESSION PROPOSALS RELATED TO MEDIEVAL &
RENAISSANCE STUDIES ARE WELCOME! (THEME NOT REQUIRED).
For information contact

Kim Klimek (klimekk@msudenver.edu)
or Todd Upton (tj_upton@icloud.com)..
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